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To whom it may concern

LETTER OF SUPPORT - JACK’S LAW

| write to commend Jack's Law as a landmark crime prevention reform that has saved lives and made
Queensland communities safer in the name of a young life tragically taken far too soon.

On 13 December 2019, 17-year-old Jack Beasley was murdered in a random knife attack while on a night
out with his friends. This tragic loss devastated my community on the Gold Coast.

Jack’s parents, Brett and Belinda Beasley, wanted to do all they could to stop any other families going
through what they had. They rallied local people together to form the Jack Beasley Foundation under the
simple premise of ‘detect knives, save lives’.

Strong relationships were built with our local police which ultimately led to an initial two-year trial of these
powers in the Safe Night Precincts of Surfers Paradise and Broadbeach on the Gold Coast.

That trial proved overwhelmingly successful, removing hundreds of weapons from our streets, and the
powers were expanded to other highly populated areas as the initial version of Jack’s Law.

The Jack Beasley Foundation also set up an education campaign focussed on engaging within schools.
Brett, Belinda and Jack’s friends share their experiences to show young people the impact of these
split-second decisions to stop them even considering taking a knife with them when they leave home.

The Crisafulli Government has recently expanded Jack’s Law to be used in more public places, simplified
the approval process police have to go through and removed the statutory expiration date.

Between the time the trial started in 2021 and when the laws became permanent in 2025, over 1,260
weapons have been detected and removed. Since being expanded and made permanent
(as at 26 August 2025) already over 180 weapons have been identified from over 23,300 people scanned.

These powers are extraordinary, but our Queensland police have conducted their operations with
metal-detecting ‘wands’ respectfully and with the highest standards of professionalism.

Despite tens of thousands of scans being undertaken, only a single individual subject to one of these
non-invasive searches has complained — and that complaint wasn’t about the conduct of police.

The results speak for themselves, and | pay tribute to Brett and Belinda Beasley for their extraordinary
courage. Jack’'s Law is more than legislation, it has created a legacy of safer communities, fewer weapons
on our streets, and lives saved because of one family’s determination to make a difference.

| encourage any government to consider a version of Jack’s Law to deter and prevent knife crime.

Yours sincerely

Sam O’Connor MP
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